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Week A General Topic/Activity Description  

Lesson1 • Welcome the Year 11 

• Outline of course and expectations 

• Read and write definitions 

• Read the poem “ Kissing in Vietnamese” 
by Ocean Vuong 

• Analyse the poem and write a short 
response to: 

a) What the poem is about? 
b) Whose perspective is the poem 

written from? 
c) How does the cultural 

experiences reflect or contrast to 
your own personal experience? 

d) What do you think the strengths 
and the weaknesses are in the 
poem and why? 

 

Lesson 2 • Read and analyse the poem “Refugee 
Blues” by William Auden 

• Write a short response to the poem 

Lesson 3 • Understanding the features of poetry 

• Complete a table of features 

• Read and appreciate the poem “I shall 
paint my nails red” by Carole Satyamurti 

 

Formative Activity:  Research the poets featured to form an understanding of the cultural, 

social and historical context in which the poem was created. 

 

Email Contacts 

mgeyl0@eq.edu.au 

Head of Department: Melinda Geyle 

Teachers: Melinda Geyle 

  



 

 

 

Monday 31st January, 2022 
  

• Welcome to 2022 

• Year 11 English Handbook - Unit Objectives 

• Student resources - Laptop, English workbook 

• Classroom expectations - entering classroom and behaviour 

• Academic expectations - self responsibility, homework, communication  
• Using the library effectively 

  
  
  
Lesson 1 - The concepts of representations in texts. 
  
We need to explore: 

• What is meant by representations in literature 

• What shapes our perceptions of the world 

• How do we respond to the world? 

  
We need to record: 

• Definitions of key words 

• Explain in our own words what we believe is the purpose of poetry in the world 

  
  
Discuss: 

• What the role of an artist is. 
• How does literature shape the individual and society?                                 

  
  
                                                                                                                         

•  

                                                        
 Homework: 

Find out why the Mona Lisa is so famous. 
What does she represent now and what did she represent in her time? 



 

 

 
  
  
  
Definition: 
Our reality is one of both subjectivity and objectivity.  
To understand our place in any given situation is to act from that particular point in time to 
the situation presented. 
Humans create meaning from the people, places and social conditioning of society. 
To examine the intersectionality of the subjective and objective world to be a critical 
thinker. 
Having a dialectic conversation between feelings, emotions and spirituality and the facts of 
our physical reality, creates a new thought, a new understanding of what we see, feel, hear 
and understand. 
  
We analyse what we examine/observe and evaluate the representations of: 

• Culture 

• Social mores and expectations 

• Historical expectations and meanings 

• Emotional responses 

• Our beliefs and values  
Then we create an explanation of what we are observing. 
We denote meaning to what we examine according to our personal perspective. 
  

  
  
In your books write what you think the artist means to say to us in the: 

•  postmodern version of Mona Lisa 
• Original Mona Lisa 

  
  

• Write the following words with its definition: 
i. Dialectic 

ii. More (mor-ay)  
iii. Subjectivity 
iv. Objectivity 
v. Evaluate 

vi. Post modern 
  
Read the poem "Kissing in Vietnamese"  
 

• Analyse the poem and write a short response to: 

e) What the poem is about? 

f) Whose perspective is the poem written from? 

g) How does the cultural experiences reflect or contrast to your own personal 

experience? 

h) What do you think the strengths and the weaknesses are in the poem and why?  

  



 

 

Kissing in Vietnamese 

Ocean Vuong 

 

 
My grandmother kisses 
as if bombs are bursting in the backyard, 
where mint and jasmine lace their perfumes 
through the kitchen window, 
as if somewhere, a body is falling apart 
and flames are making their way back 
through the intricacies of a young boy’s thigh, 
as if to walk out the door, your torso 
would dance from exit wounds. 
When my grandmother kisses, there would be 
no flashy smooching, no western music 
of pursed lips, she kisses as if to breathe 
you inside her, nose pressed to cheek 
so that your scent is relearned 
and your sweat pearls into drops of gold 
inside her lungs, as if while she holds you 
death also, is clutching your wrist. 
My grandmother kisses as if history 
never ended, as if somewhere 
a body is still 
falling apart. 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2014 by Ocean Vuong. Reprinted from Split This Rock’s The Quarry: A 

Social Justice Poetry Database.  
  

https://poets.org/poet/ocean-vuong
http://www.splitthisrock.org/poetry-database
http://www.splitthisrock.org/poetry-database


 

 

 

 Lesson 2 - The concepts of representations in poetry. 
  
We need to explore: 

• What is poetry? 

• How to we read texts? 

• Why do we relate to some texts as opposed to others? 

  
We need to record: 

• The reading of a poem 

• The general meaning of the poem 

• The analysis of one section of the poem 

  
  
  
What is poetry? 
  
Poetry is a form of literature that uses aesthetic and often rhythmic qualities of language − 
such as phonaesthetics, sound symbolism, and metre − to evoke meanings in addition to, or 
in place of, a variety of meanings.  
A poem is a literary composition written utilising this principle. 
  

Poetry is found across all cultures from China and Africa as early as 25 BCE. 

  
  

Poetry uses forms and conventions to suggest a variety of interpretations of words.  
Poems use devices to manipulate language and its meaning. 
Poems use these devices to evoke emotive responses in the reader. 
  
Poetic Devices: 
  
Assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhythm, ambiguity, symbolism, irony, metaphor, 
simile, metonymy 
Read the poem silently 
Write down any words that stand out to you 
  
Task: Free write what the poems represents to you. 
What perspective is the poem written from? 
Explain how the emotion and reality coexist and how does it impact the reader. 
  
  
  
  
  
Examine the poem " Refugee Blues" by W.H. Auden 



 

 

 

Poetic Device: 
Apostrophe is a figure of speech in which a speaker directly addresses 
someone (or something) that is not present or cannot respond in reality. The 
entity being addressed can be an absent, dead, or imaginary person, but it can 
also be an inanimate object (like stars or the ocean), an abstract idea (like love 
or fate), or a being (such as a Muse or god). 
  
Example: 
In "Refugee Blues" he does not address the politicians that enforce his exile, 
but addresses the fellow refugee 'my dear'. 
  
Who do you think the apostrophe represents? 
 
Task:  

1. Analyse the poem “Refugee Blues” and write a short response 
explaining your interpretation of the poem. 

Use the poetic and language devices in the poem as evidence to support your 
perspective. 
 

2. Research the poet and write a short response on what you believe 
motivated Auden to write this poem and why it is important to us 
now. 
 

 

  

https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/figure-of-speech


 

 

Refugee Blues by WH Auden  

  

Say this city has ten million souls,  

Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes:  

Yet there's no place for us, my dear, yet there's no place   

    for us.  

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,   

Look in the atlas and you'll find it there:   

We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there  

    now.  

In the village churchyard there grows an old yew,  

Every spring it blossoms anew;  

Old passports can't do that, my dear, old passports can't  

do that.  

The consul banged the table and said:  

"If you've got no passport you're officially dead";  

But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive.  

Went to a committee; they offered me a chair;  

Asked me politely to return next year:  

But where shall we go today, my dear, but where shall we  

    go today?  

Came to a public meeting; the speaker got up and said:  

"If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread";  

He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of    you and me.  

Thought I heard the thunder rumbling in the sky;  

It was Hitler over Europe, saying: "They must die";  

We were in his mind, my dear, we were in his mind.  

Saw a poodle in a jacket fastened with a pin,  

Saw a door opened and a cat let in:  

But they weren't German Jews, my dear, but they weren't   

  German Jews.  

Went down to the harbour and stood upon the quay,  



 

 

Saw the fish swimming as if they were free:  

Only ten feet away, my dear, only ten feet away.  

Walked through a wood, saw the birds in the trees;  

They had no politicians and sang at their ease:  

They weren't the human race, my dear, they weren't the  

   human race.  

Dreamed I saw a building with a thousand floors,  

A thousand windows and a thousand doors;  

Not one of them was ours, my dear, not one of them was  

  ours.  

Stood on a great plain in the falling snow;  

Ten thousand soldiers marched to and for:  

Looking for you and me, my dear, looking for you and  

   me.  

  

From Collected Shorter Poems 1927‐1957 by WH Auden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Friday 4th February, 2022 

Friday 4th February, 2022 
  

Lesson 3 - The concepts of representations in poetry. 
  
We need to explore: 

• What is the poet trying to convey to the reader? 

• Who is the audience? 

• Why is the subject of a poem significant? 

We need to record: 
• The reading of a poem 

• The general meaning of the poem 

• The analysis of one section of the poem 

  
Poetry is not simply a form or kind of text, but something more complex: a combination of 
textual features, reading practices (rhythm, inflection of voice, emphasis on certain words or 
vowels, emphasis on sound of vowels, letters or words, pause for effect), beliefs and values. 
The combination of all these can lead to different poetry experiences. 
  
Task: 
A poetry table: 
  
Table 2 shows how a combination of elements can result in a particular 'poetry effect'. 
Table 1 lists the elements that could be combined to produce other 'poetry effects'.  
  
Use table 1 to help you complete table 2. You will need to research the different types of 
poems and use them as examples. 
  

Textual Features Reading Practices Poetry-effect produced 

Regular rhymes 
No rhyme 
Strong rhythms 
Weak rhythms 
Typeface variations 
Large print 
Illustrations 
Fixed line/stanza lengths 
Narrative (story) 
Description 
Metaphor, simile etc 
Interesting sounds 
Unusual word order 
Oral text 
Printed text 
  

Reading aloud (eg to a child) 
Reading silently 
Reading at bed-time 
Reading at school 
Reading for pleasure 
Reading for information 
Reading for sound 
Reading for meaning 
Reading for philosophical 
reflection 
Reading for fantasy/escapism 
Reading for single meaning 
Reading for multiple meaning 
Reading for personal message 
Reading for personal reasons 
Reading for a set task 

Emotion 
Boredom 
Self-indulgence 
Resistance 
Anxiety 
Practical action 
Learning 
Amusement 
Self-reflection 
Reflection on life 
Annoyance 
Confusion 
Enjoyment 
Admiration 
Sadness 
  



 

 

 

Table 2 

 

Table 2 
  

Type of Poem Common examples Textual Features Reading 
Practices 

Poetry-effect 
produced 

Nursery rhymes 'Jack & Jill' 
"Eeensy Weensy 
Spider' 

Strong rhymes 
Playful use of 
sound 
Story-based 
Accompanying 
illustrations and 
actions 

Read aloud 
Read for fun 
Focus on sound 
Not analysed  
Read to/with 
children 

Enjoyment 
Love of work-
sounds 
Knowledge of 
rhymes 

Ballads   
 
 
 
 
  

      

Limericks   
 
 
 
 
  

      

Greeting cards   
 
 
 
  

      

War poems   
 
 
  

      

Obituaries   
 
 
  

      

Love poems   
 
 
  

      



 

 

Sonnets   
 
 
 
  

      

 

Read the poem and consider how you would analyse and discuss its meaning with your 

classmates. 

 

I Shall Paint My Nails Red 

Because of a bit of color is a public service. 

Because I am proud of my hands. 

Because it will remind me I’m a woman. 

Because I will look like a survivor. 

Because I can admire them in the mirror. 

Because my daughter will say ugh. 

Because my lover will be surprised. 

Because it is quicker than dyeing my hair. 

Because it is a ten-minute moratorium. 

Because it is reversible. 

 

By Carole Satyamurti 


